
Appendix C: Resolution on the Rev. Robert Edgar Habitat for 

Humanity Build in Vietnam 
 

Rev. Robert Edgar, the former General Secretary of the National Council of Churches, was a 

strong voice for justice. Whether his attention was drawn to foreign or domestic injustices, he was 

on the forefront of efforts to bring about change. When he died in April of last year, mourners 

most remarked on the loss of his voice in the causes he championed. 

 

One of the causes with which he was most identified was extreme poverty. Whether it was the 

standard of living of laborers and the unemployed, whether it was the susceptibility of millions to 

disease and violence, whether it was the hunger and homelessness suffered by many, he was an 

ever-present advocate for their well-being. 

 

It was out of this concern that his passion for low-cost housing was born, and that his ties to 

Habitat for Humanity were forged. Bringing together the ecumenical community and the Habitat 

community, in places as different and yet similar as Porto Alegre, Brazil, and Detroit, Michigan, 

he made sure that affordable housing was on the churches’ agenda. 

 

Another of the causes for which he fought was to bring healing and reconciliation to Vietnam as 

it emerged from the ashes of war and international isolation. Having been elected to Congress in 

the aftermath of the Vietnam War, he felt it was the United States’ obligation to help that nation 

stand on its own in the community of nations. 

 

He carried this concern into his future leadership roles, and it was in his capacity as the former 

NCC General Secretary that he led an interfaith delegation, sponsored by the Ford Foundation, to 

Vietnam in 2010 to see the lingering effects of agent orange on so many who had gone through 

the war. When he returned, he used his position at Common Cause to shed light on this all-but 

forgotten horror in both congressional offices and church sanctuaries. 

 

This year, July 25 – August 9, both of these concerns will be brought together when Habitat for 

Humanity hosts a build in Vietnam in Bob’s honor. Called the Bob Edgar Vietnam Memorial 

Build, it will be an opportunity for people of good will to join their hands together, not only to 

build houses for the poor, but also to build up a nation. 

 

Therefore, the Governing Board of the National Council of Churches resolves to thank Habitat 

for Humanity for naming this build after our friend and colleague, and to find ways to support this 

initiative in ways that reflect the ecumenical community’s ongoing concern for these important 

causes. 


